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“THE GOSPEL MUST FIRST BE PUBLISHED AMONG ALL NATIONS.”—Mark xiii. 10. 
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ADDRESSES AT THE SEVENTY-SIXTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Rev. A. E. Moute, B.D., of the Church Mis- 
sion, Hangchow, said: 


My Lord Shaftesbury and Christian friends: 
The most unexpected position in which I find 
myself to-day, I know is in no sense due to my- 
self, but is due to him whose name I most un- 
worthily bear. You will remember the ancient 
Grecian story of the two sons who were crowned 
on the same day at the Isthmian Games, and 
then they placed their crowns on their father’s 
head. Our missionary work, my lord, is in a cer- 
tain sense a contest in the games, and I think the 
honour and privilege of speaking in this great 
hall is something like a crown. I decline to 
accept it; I take the honour and lay it on 
the beloved memory of my father, and I lay it 
there all the more gladly and lovingly to-day 
because I know that the great British and For- 
eign Bible Society never had a warmer sup- 
porter, never had one to speak more lovingly 
in its support, or to pray more fervently for its 


-*Sizeegss than he. 


I consider it a great privilege to stand any- 
where at all near your lordship, and a great priv- 
ilege also to follow your grace. 
no doubt, altogether forgotten the circumstance 
that, twenty-one years ago, I received holy or- 
ders from your hands, and your grace could not 
believe that I was old enough to receive holy or- 
ders. Thank God, nineteen years, or rather more, 
of those twenty-one have been spent in China; 
and it is of China I wish to speak to-day. It isa 
special pleasure to stand near Lord Shaftesbury ; 
for his lordship, I hope, will not refuse me the 
honour of being considered his pupil. My first 
wish to be a missionary was formed, I may almost 
say, under your lordship’s tutelage. I was a pu- 
pil of the Malta Protestant College twenty-four 

ears ago, and J know how well your lordship 
loca and watched over that college. I mention 
that, as it brings into very prominent contrast the 
difference between even that island under British 
rule and the great empire of China. Three years 
ago, when the Indian troops were suddenly sent 
to Malta, as promptly your agent in Alexandria 


Your grace has, 


went to Malta, and did excellent work among 
those troops. When I was there I spent many a 
day under the roof of that agent, Mr. Kirby, and 
I remember his telling me of the immense diff- 
culties under which hé laboured—that those who 
wished to buy the Maltese Bible had generally 
to come at night. Sometimes, as he walked the 
esplanade, anxious inquirers, as they passed him, 
would whisper a question, but he dared not an- 
swer. He went to the end of his beat, and when 
they came back again he whispered his answer. 
That was the way in which Bible and missionary 
work was carried on at that time in Malta. And 
now what is it in China? You know that the 
Jesuit missionaries used to caricature our mis- 
sionaries in China, and to say they could do 
nothing at all but lay down Bibles on the sea- 
shore and run away. All honour is due to the 
Jesuits for their devotion and courage; they led 
the way into the interior of China.” But, thank 
God, there is scarcely a Protestant Mission in 
China now which is not striving to press inland; 
and Protestant missionaries have led the way into 
the interior of Africa, at least as courageously as 
the Jesuits did in China. 

If there is any society, however, which deserves 
the name of an inland mission it is this British 
and Foreign Bible Society. Many years ago, 
under the able guidance and the courageous 
leadership of Mr. Wylie, the devoted agent of 
this Society, whose retirement from his post in 
China every missionary deplores, a great number 
of the eighteen provinces of China were traversed, 
and this was long before Protestant missionaries 
could find a footing there. J hold in my hand a 
letter which I received only yesterday morning 
from a dear and honoured missionary brother, a 
member of the English Wesleyan Mission in the 
north of China, Mr. Hill, who has been working 
in conjunction with Timothy Richard, a name 
honoured and almost worshipped by the Chinese 
for his noble work in the famine districts; in 
that letter he writes on the subject of the prep- 
aration of a series of tracts to be distributed 
in this famine district, as a preparation for the 
Bible. That plan may or may not commend 
itself to many present, but I do think it sug- 
gests to our minds this most important con- 
sideration. In Sir Walter Scott’s words about 
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the blessed book which we have met to talk 
about to-day: 
“ Within this awful volume lies 

The mystery of mysteries ; 

Happiest they of human race 

To whom their God has given grace 

To read, to fear, to hope, to pray, 

To lift the latch and force the way; 

And better had they ne’er been born 

Than read to doubt, or read to scorn.” 


I think we often forget, in a great and enthu- 
siastic meeting like this, that many thousands 
and thousands of these copies of the Bible which 
are distributed, fall almost for certain on rocky 
or thorny ground or by the wayside—that num- 
bers of purchasers will 

“ Read to doubt or read to scorn.” 


I received a letter only last week from China, 
which brought this subject most painfully before 
my mind. It was the account of a Chinaman 
who was reading to doubt and reading to scorn. 
And you, my Christian friends, by your prayers, 
may prevent the coming of Satan’s black-winged 
fowls of the air, and may bring down by your 
prayers the silver pinions of the heavenly Dove 
to “cover” Gf I may apply thus that blessed 
promise which is given to individual souls) each 
volume of the Bible distributed in China and in 
other lands “with his feathers,” protected from 
Satan’s assaults, and made the seed of everlast- 
ing life in the hearts of those who read the Bible. 
The result of Bible selling at present in China is 
disappointing— 


“Long sleeps the summer in the seed.” 


Perhaps the day of harvest is not yet; but, thank 
God, the early flowers of springtime and the 
blossoms, at all events, are to be seen, the proph- 
ecy and promise of fruit-bearing summer. About 
twelve years ago I was asked by an American 
missionary to give a passage in my boat up the 
river from Ningpo to an old Chinaman. The 
old man told me his history, and how, having 
received a copy of the Bible, he, without seeing 
a missionary all the while, studied the book for 
ten years, and at last emerged from his darkness 
a decided Christian, and after that became a 
catechist of the American Presbyterian Society. 

Two years ago, your present devoted and 
energetic agent, Mr. Dyer, visited us in Hang- 
chow. I was going up the river toa city about 
twenty miles off, and he suggested that we should 
go together. We visited the city and sold a large 
number of New Testaments and Portions. Only 
a month ago, I received a report from one of my 
colleagues in Hangchow, Mr. Sedgwick, who 
tells me that this city, which we had visited, is 
now saturated with books, and that many earnest 
inquirers are coming forward. That is what we 
should do—saturate these cities with books, and 
then look to God for the result. Just as I was 
leaving China a year ago, a veteran missionary, 
Dr. Yates, a member of the American Baptist 
Mission in Shanghai, when bidding me good-bye, 
told me that what I had just been relating to him 
of Hangchow and Ningpo, and other places, re- 
minded him of what happenéd to himself about 
twenty years ago. A Chinese merchant came 
into his chapel one afternoon, and after talking 
with him for a short time, Dr. Yates sold him a 
copy of the New Testament. He took it home, 
200 or 300 miles away, and after about three 
months appeared again in the chapel. He came 
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back to say that he was under the impression 
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that the book was not complete, that surely it 
must have other parts, and so he came to get the 
Old Testament, as he had read and studied the 
New. What had he done with the New Testa-~ 
ment? He had taken it to his home and had 
shown it to the schoolmasters and the reading 
people. They said, “ This is a good book. Con- 
fucius himself must have had something to do 
with it.” As there was only one copy, they un- 
stitched this one, and took it leaf by leaf, and all 
those who could write took a leaf home. They 
made twelve or fifteen complete copies of the 
New Testament, and introduced it into their 
schools without any “conscience clause.” It 
was introduced as a class-book, throughout that 
district, for heathen schools. 

I cannot tell you the sequel of the story, but I 
am sure it speaks for itself. Why did they bow 
down before this book? It stood on its own 

lorious merits. There was no anti-foreign feel- 
ing there. They did not know about the opium 
trade there. The book stood on its merits,and 
whenever, through God’s mercy, the blot is re- 
moved from the glorious name of England, when- 
ever, through God’s mercy, the church of Christ 
stands forth in her glory, when, through God’s 
mercy, we Christian preachers and Bible-sellers 
can get away from the fumes of opium, whenever 
we can, through God’s mercy, get rid of that 
great disgrace, and when the book is taken on 
its glorious merits, surely the glory will be given, 
not to Confucius, but to Him whose book it is. 
God grant that this may be the future of the 
Bible of China very speedily, and the future of 
the Bible in all lands, that “every knee,” through 
the study of this Bible, “may bow in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and every tongue confess that 
he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 


The Rev. W. G. Lawes, F.R.G.S., of the 
London Mission, New Guinea, said : 

I am here to speak for one department of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society’s work, 
to which only a passing reference has been made 
this morning. I represent the barbarous races 
who possess no written language, but who are 
perishing for lack of knowledge. The resolu- 
tion which I have the honour to second speaks 
with thankfulness of the work accomplished 
through the grace of God by this society at home 
and abroad. One of the most remarkable illus- 
trations of its foreign work is to be found in that 
most interesting pamphlet which contains speci- 
mens of the 215 languages into which portions of 
the word of God have been rendered by this 
society. But another, if it could be published 
as a companion volume, would be even more 
full of sad and painful interest—if we could have 
printed in every language into which the word 
of God has not i Ae been translated, some such 
verse as this, “ Where there is no vision the peo- 
ple perish,” it would make a great volume, and 
we should be amazed at the amount of work yet 
to be done before the whole world has the word 
of life. I have recently returned from mission 
work on the largest island in the world but one, 
in which no portion of the word of God is yet 
possessed by the people. Only six years ago 
the first Christian teachers landed on the south- 
east coast of New Guinea. Separated from our 
great Australian possessions only by Torres 
Straits, we have there some 300,000 square miles, 
over the whole of which the cloud of heathenism 
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rests, and where the word of life is unknown. 
Enriched with many of the choicest gifts of God, 
this great fair land with the golden name is in- 


habited by an immense number of men belong- 


ing to different races, speaking many and diverse 
languages, but all degraded by gross ignorance 
and by cruel superstition. 

In going among a people like these we have 
to pick up the language from their own lips. In 
this way a knowledge has been obtained of two 
of the languages spoken, and books have been 
printed in them, besides two languages spoken 
in the islands of Torres Straits connected with 
New Guinea. These books contain an epitome 


of Old and New Testament history in simple 
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language. They are the foundations of a litera- 
ture. The next step will be the translation of 
one of the Gospels, and I hope that, before long, 
some of the languages spoken in New Guinea 
will be included in the list of those published by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. But can 
the word of God be faithfully rendered into these 
barbarous and uncouth tongues, and can the 
natives of lands like these appreciate and under- 
stand the sublime truths of Revelation? May I 
briefly answer these two questions by referring 
to my own experience on a small Jone island in 
the South Pacific? In every field of inquiry and 
research we are accustomed to try, on a small 
scale, experiments for results which are to be of 
universal application. Savage Island is a small 
island in the South Pacific, on which lived one 
of the wildest specimens of savage men the world 
has ever seen. A weird wild set of leaping, yell- 
ing savages repulsed the great Captain Cook, 
and caused him to give the island the name of 
notoriety which it still bears. John Williams 
followed him sixty years later, and justified the 
testimony of his great predecessor. In 1849 a 
Christian man and his wife from Samoa were 
left on the island as the first missionaries. They 
soon found that the people by whom they were 
surrounded were indeed savage islanders. They 
tore their dresses to see what their skin was like 
beneath; they laid rough and thievish hands on 
their goods, and killed their pigs and fowls; but 
they were terribly puzzled by the book which 
they carried, and which the natives thought 
talked to them. The pioneers of Savage Island 
were exposed to terrible dangers. Two noted 
Warsiors were sent to kill the strangers. They 
came to the village where the man of God dwelt; 
they went to his house; they saw_him sitting 
quietly reading his book; they waited awhile; 
he still sat peacefully reading, and a great fear 
and trembling came upon them, and they were 
powerless; they waited again, and by-and-by 
they spoke to him, and then returned to their 
homes, restrained by the unseen hand of him 
who said, “Touch not mine anointed, and do 
my prophets no harm.” The man of the book 
prevailed. The word of God grew and _multi- 
plied. The first teachers were men from Samoa, 
coloured men, who had only emerged into Chris- 
tianity twenty-five years before. They prepared 
the first reading-book in the language of the 
people, and then attempted a translation of the 
Gospel. A great day dawned on Savage Island 
when in August, 1861, the first portion of the 
sacred Scriptures reached the island in my 
charge as their first English missionary. The 
new book, the Gospel according to Mark, was 
greatly sought and highly prized. Our schools 
were filled at seven o’clock in the morning with 


an eager throng, anxious to learn to read. Old 
men and women were there, painfully learning 
their letters, while younger ones spelt out the 
words, rejoicing in the great achievement. It 
was no easy task. Books were few, teachers 
fewer. The teacher sat with his book before 
him, and his class all round; some held their 
books cornerwise, others held them upside down. 
But they learned to read. This eagerness to 
learn was the greatest possible stimulus to their 
missionary to give them as soon as possible the 
word of God, for which they were hungering. 

I was accompanied by a veteran translator, 
whose name should be well known in the annals 
of this society—the Rev. George Pratt, from 
Samoa. To his scholarly ability one of the best 
versions of the sacred Scriptures extant owes 
much of its accuracy and beauty. During his 
short residence he prepared the Gospels and 
Acts, and through the liberality of this society 
they were soon in the hands of the people. 
During my residence I was able to complete 
that work, so that in 1869 Savage Island received 
the whole of the New Testament, and on my 
return to this country in 1872 the British and 
Foreign Bible Society printed for Savage Island 
a revised edition of the New Testament, with 
the books of Genesis, Exodus, and Psalms, 
This was sent out—a grand library all bound in 
calf, with gilt edges; ‘and for luxuries like this 
of course the people were only too glad to pay. 
I have the satisfaction and the pleasure of an- 
nouncing that the whole of that edition has 
been paid for, and at the least 4774 sent to the 
Bible Society from Savage Island. I have also 
the pleasure of announcing that the whole of 
that edition is sold out, and my brother, who 
succeeded me there, and who is now on his way 
home, hopes to carry through the press a new 
edition, together with some other portions of 
the Old Testament. 

My lord, this is the seventeenth language of 
the South Sea Islands which has been reduced 
to a written form, and in all of which the first 
books printed were portions of the word of 
God. All translators of the sacred Scriptures 
know the difficulty of this work. It must always 
be a patient, prayerful, plodding, persevering 
work; but I have found in the prosecution of 
it no insuperable difficulty in rendering into 
idiomatic native the sense and words of the 
original. All translators, too, engaged in work 
like this, and only they, know how great a debt 
of obligation they owe to such men as my Lord 
Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, the Bishop of 
Durham, and the late lamented Dean Alford, 
for the invaluable help which their works render 
to all who are trying to translate the Scriptures. 

And what has the word of God done tor Sav- 
age Island? It has brought life and immortality 
to light. The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. Out of 5,000 people on 
that island there are now 1,670 communicants, 
members of Christ’s' church, men and women. 
who have a clear perception of the great central 
truths of Christianity. The reality of their faith 
is seen in their changed lives, and one of the 
greatest characteristics of this is their love of 
sacred Scripture. It has givena light in the hour 
of death. An old man who had grey hairs upon 
him before he heard the name of Christ, and 
who had patiently learned to read in our schools, 
was, a few years ago, brought suddenly near to 
death. He failed to recognizé his dearest, near- 
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est relatives. His wife he knew not. Soon after 
he was asked if he knew Christ: “Know Jesus?” 
he said; “Oh yes, I know him. I learned of him 
years ago, and all my hope and trust is in Jesus 
now; and soon after he passed away, as we 
believe, into the presence of the Lord whom he 
had learned to love, and whose name had come 
to occupy so dear a place in his aflections. 
* And at eventide there shall be light.” 

The word of God has laid the foundation of 
social order; law and government have been 
established, and in their native parliaments the 
word of God is always the book of appeal. 
Recently her majesty’s high commissioner for 
Polynesia, Sir Arthur Gordon, visited the island, 
and strengthened the hand of the native legisla- 
tors by entering into a sort of treaty with them 
that their law against the introduction of spirits 
should not be repealed. without consulting her 
majesty’s representative. The word of God is 
the source and foundation of education. ‘The 
entrance of thy word giveth light.” The founda- 
tions of their literature were laid in the word of 
God, and on Savage Island to-day there is per- 
haps a larger proportion of those who can read 
and write in relation to the whole population 
than in any other part of the civilized world. 

The word of God establishes commercial re- 
lations with the big outside world. No sooner 
does Christianity come in than new wants are 
created, and that leads to development of indus- 
try and of character. While formerly Savage 
Island was dreaded by the navigator, now many 
vessels visit its shores, regularly carrying away 
the native produce, and giving in return the trade 
of the civilized world. Homes of comfort are 
now to be found on this barren rock; peace and 
plenty have taken the place of war and famine, 
and all this blessed change the people attribute 
to the word of God. So great has been the 
change that a gentleman who visited it in 1864, 
and spent some hours on the island, returned to 
England and informed the British public, in a 
two-guinea book, that the Savage Islanders were 
always, a gentle and a mild race, and that the 
great navigator had made a mistake in the name 
he gave them. 

Nearly twenty years’ experience as a mission- 
ary leads me to believe very strongly that in the 
word of God we have the only true civilizer of 


men; that every so-called civilization which. 


springs from any other source is but a base and 
spurious one. But wherever the word of God 
takes root it must, like the banyan tree, extend 
its blessed shade, every new branch taking root 
and giving out others. No sooner had Savage 
Island become Christianized than an auxiliary 
missionary society was formed, and £5,000 has 
been subscribed during the last seventeen years, 
testifying the people’s appreciation of the word 
of God and their desire that others should share 
with them in its blessing. And, my lord, some 
from Savage Island are nobly working for Christ 
in that great island of New Guinea, while the 
noble army of martyrs has been increased b 

some from that lone island. Only last year six 
fell on New Guinea, victims to the cruelty of the 


natives. They died in their effort to save others. 
Thirty years ago, a stranger landing on their 
island would certainly have been killed. In 


work like this the Missionary Society and the 
Bible Society, like twin sisters, go hand-in-hand. 
You cannot give the people the word of God 
until men have picked it up.word by word from 


the native lips, and the missionary knows that 
the only true basis of the people’s faith and their 
religious life is in the word of God; and he 
knows too, that the Bible Society is always ready 
to crown his work by printing all that he can 
translate. And now, my lord, with enlightened 
Savage Island on one hand, and benighted New 
Guinea on the other; with behind us that noble 
track marked out by this society, in the increase 
of the blessings of peace, and life, and joy; with 


the great trackless desert before us, unfertilized | 


by the streams of the water of life,can we rest 
upon the finished work, and forget what has yet 
to be done? 
‘ “Can we to men benighted 

The lamp of life deny?” 

This word of God is the great class-book of 
the world, and though we may read it from differ- 
ent angles, like the Savage Islanders, it is the 
letter of the great Father in heaven to his chil- 
dren on earth, be they never so low or degraded. 
It touches as with a divine hand an unused chord, 
and wakens even in the savage breast the re- 
sponse of humanity to its God: It finds the 
savage man like the lost piece of money, long 
hidden and trampled under foot; it lifts him from 
the dust, it rubs off the savage paint, and reveals 
beneath the image and the superscription of our 
King. This great society will not have done its 
work until every such lost piece is found; until 
every barbarous tongue is ennobled by being 
made the vehicle of divine truth; until the whole 
world is engirdled by the word of God like a 
golden chain, linking together the nations of the 
earth in the bond of common brotherhood, and 
gathering them all around the throne of God, to 
unite in the song of praise to him who sits upon 
the throne, and who has redeemed them with 
his own blood, from every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation. To him be the glory. 


BuLGARIA.—It may be well to note a slight 
inaccuracy, to which Dr. Riggs calls our atten- 
tion, ina date given on page 117 of the Record. 
The first Bulgarian edition of the Four Gospels 
appeared in 1828 and not in 1824. 


FRANCE.—By yearly appropriations of money 
for the purchase of Scriptures, this Society has 
long been accustomed to aid the Evangelical 
Society of Geneva in its work of colportage in 
certain provinces of France. A recent letter 
from Mr. Dardier implies that legal difficulties 
may interfere with the further prosecution of 
that department of their work which is most 
earnestly prosecuted in the winter months, though 
how far this may be the case we are not exactly 
informed. He says: 

The law respecting colportage is about to be 
modified, In future, I believe, we shall have 
more liberty, but, alas! there is a dark point in 
this law which excludes foreigners from receiv- 
ing authority to do colportage work in France. 
We are at a loss to understand why the Senate 
has introduced this restriction into the law. 


It is much to be regretted at this time of spe- 
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cial awakening in France that any new impedi- 
ment should obstruct the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 


INDIAN TERRITORY.—The circulation of the 
Muskokee Scriptures among the Creeks is already 
bearing fruit in the increased intelligence of the 
people. Even those among them who can readily 
converse in the English language find it vastly 
easier to read anything printed in Muskokee. 
In the churches the reading of the Scriptures now 
forms a regular part of the service, and custom 
requires, as it did not formerly, that the preach- 
ers select a Scriptural text and expound it. The 
Seminoles also speak the same language. 


_Mexico.—Mr. Hamilton sends the reports of 
six of his colporteurs for the quarter ending 
June 30th, who had disposed of 862 volumes, 
chiefly by sale, although the aggregate proceeds 
of sales were only $122 66. Portions of the coun- 
try have been much agitated by political fanati- 
cism. A colporteur recently sent to Tabasco 
met with gratifying success, having sold his books 
so rapidly that he wrote back to the capital for 
a new and double supply. Mr. Hamilton is in- 
terested in persons whom he meets casually; 
he finds a class of policemen who have plenty 
of time for reading and are glad to see the 
Scriptures. 


Monrovia—AFrRIca.—Our correspondent, Mr. 
Alfred B. King, of Clay Ashland, St. Paul’s River, 
has interested himself in circulating the Scrip- 
tures both in English and Arabic among the 
residents of the western coast. He writes in a 
recent letter, that the past year was a very un- 
fortunate one for the poorer farmers, and says: 

I have very recently returned from a journey 
in which I had several opportunities to draw 
attention to the Society’s work. The people 
who need the books mostly are poor, very poor, 
and I supplied some gratuitously, though I am 
decidedly opposed to giving away where there 
is any ability to purchase, even at a sacrifice. 
—~*f Wave sold twelve more copies of the Arabic 
Gospels to the Veys who sent here for them. 
They, the young men, are now endeavouring to 
learn the Arabic language. The copies I gave 
them last year when I was at Sulymah and Gal- 
linas seemed to have fixed their attention. They 
are using the Four Gospels as a text-book, learn- 
ing to read from them. 

The Veys to whom Mr. King refers are an 
interesting class of people, belonging to a Pagan 
tribe which, like the Cherokees of our own coun- 
try, use an independent syllabic alphabet of their 
own invention. To some extent they are under 
Mohammedan influence, and it is greatly to be 
desired that they may come under the power 


of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Russta.—Mr. Prince, of St. Petersburg, speak- 
ing of a recent visit to Reval, says: 

I was gratified to learn from a young Esthonian 
nobleman that his estate last year was visited by 
one of our colporteurs, who disposed of a fair 
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number of copies, and the impression made upon 
this landed proprietor was expressed as fully as 
could have been looked for, and more so than I 
could elicit from the clergy. If the latter will 
not make any active opposition, I am quite will- 
ing to leave the work to the colporteurs. 

Mr. Prince also forwards a letter from the 
president and secretary of the Russian Bible 
Society, expressing their sincere gratitude for 
the American Bible Society’s grant of $2,000 for 
prosecution of colportage to the east of the 
Volga River and the Ural Mountains. The work 
will be done principally in Siberia, where the 
means of communication are primitive and diffi- 
cult, and where transport must be effected by 
horses over great distances, the villages being 
often from fifty to one hundred versts apart. 
The two men detailed for this purpose have 
already had experience in the service of the 
Society, one of them especially having travelled 
extensively through the western and southern 
governments of the empire. Depots will be es- 
tablished at Tobolsk and Tomsk whence sup- 
plies can be drawn, and whence expeditions will 
start into the neighbouring country, the’two men 
being always in company. 

TurKEY.—Two letters in this number of the 
Record are of unusual interest; one of them, 
from the Western Turkey Mission, full of the 
spirit of Christian philanthropy and of good 
will to men, was penned by Dr. Justin W. 
Parsons, an honoured missionary of the Ameri- 
can Board, who has spent thirty years in self- 
denying efforts to impart the gospel of Christ 
to the inhabitants of Turkey; the other, from 
Dr. Bliss, giving the particulars of the cruel and 
cowardly murder of Dr. Parsons and of his 
companion, while engaged in a tour of Bible 
distribution. The assault seems to have been 
due not to religious fanaticism, but to a hope 
of plunder, in which the assassins were dis- 
appointed, unless they deemed three dollars 
fit compensation for such a deed of cruelty. 

——__——_ > e —_______ 


CHINA. 
LETTER FROM THE REvy. W. 8S. AMENT. 
PEKING, May, 1880. 

The year has witnessed no special develop- 
ments in the line of Bible work. The sale and 
distribution of Bibles and Portions have con- 
tinued as in previous years, as a_ part of the 
regular business of the Mission. There seems 
to be a few faint indications of a growing desire 
for Bible study. This taste, naturally, is most 
manifest in the native helpers and those who 
come more in contact with those able to instruct 
them. Special requests are frequently made now 
for aids to their Scripture study. The plain 
meaning of the text is, to a large extent, familiar 
to the older converts, and now they seek to 
branch out into deeper investigation. Not only 
is this true of the native Christians, but there 
is evidence in certain regions of country, espe- 
cially Shantung, of a popular sentiment which 
tends toward an unprejudiced reading of the 
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Holy Scriptures. Many Bibles have been sold 
and distributed among those who had no regard 
for the truth contained in them. We are glad 
to record the case of one man who was prompted 
to seek out a missionary and ask for Christian 
instruction by the perusal of a New Testament 
which he had secretly read for many months. 
We may expect, in proportion as Bibles are in- 
tellizently read, that men of this character will 
be found, and that revivals of religion will occur. 

Two colporteurs have been employed, one of 
them in Paotingfu, for a short time only, as he 
was found not to be efficient or well instructed 
in Bible truth. The other was kept at work es- 
pecially in the city of Peking under Dr. Blodget’s 
care. He has proved faithful and honest, and 
has manifested a degree of boldness in defend- 
ing the truth. His expenses are paid, one-half 
by the Bible Society and one-half by the Mission. 


W. S. AMENT. 
———$—_2- 9. 


AUSTRIA, 
PRAGUE, July 12, 1880. 

DEAR BROTHER:—Your esteemed favour of 
June 16th was duly received. Let me thank you 
and the Bible Society once more for your gen- 
erous aid in circulating the Scriptures in Austria. 
We may, not spend all the appropriation; we 
certainly shall not do so unless we can do it 
wisely. It is not difficult to find men who wish 
to be colporteurs, but it is not easy to find men 
whom we think God calls to such an important 
labour. We need two men very much for Upper 
Austria and Carinthia, and hope soon to find the 
right colporteurs for these provinces. 

Since my last letter we have had the great 
privilege of sending an earnest Christian man 
as colporteur to Tyrol. He is thoroughly con- 
secrated to the Master, and besides this he has 
had three years of special training in the Bible 
and kindred studies. His report for June is 
before me. The first week he sold but little and 
encountered much opposition; then he found 
among the mountains a goodly number of fam- 
ilies who were glad to supply themselves with 
the word of God. During the month he sold 
thirty-nine Bibles and eighty-three Testaments. 
To those who know the peculiar difficulties of 
the field, such a result is very gratifying. Our 
colporteur in Styria sold during the same time 
160 copies of the Scriptures. A few lines trans- 
lated from his last report may interest you: 
“As I entered a little inn, a young man stood 
there who some days before had bought of me 
a New Testament. He took the book at once 
from his pocket and said to me: ‘That is indeed 
a beautiful book; it is a delight to read it. In 
these days I have read very much in it and it 
gives me much pleasure. That is indeed the 
truth, that which Christ and the apostles teach 
us. L have such joy with this book that I would 
not part with it for a large sum of money. | 
have had many similar experiences in these Vin- 
dischen (Slavonian) hamlets.” 

Faithfully yours, 
ie ALBERT W. CLARK. 
aa 
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A ROMAN CATHOLIC BIBLE FOR THE ITALIANS, 


_ The Cristiano Evangelico, of June 18th, 1880, 
informs us that the prominent publishing house 
of the brothers Treves, of Milan, brought out, in 
the first instance, an “edition de luxe” of the 
translation, made by Monsignor Antonio Martini, 
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“with notes under the revision of Monsignor the 
Archbishop of Milan, illustrated with 230 large 
engravings by Gustave Doré, and the text orna- - 
mented by Enrico Giacomelli”—so said the pub- 
lisher’s notice. The price was put at 75 Italian 
lire, or $15 of our currency. It may readily be 
understood that in a country where the wages 
of the labourer probably do not on the average 
exceed half a dollar a day, this elegant edition 
of the Bible in two ponderous quarto volumes 
was perfectly certain not to find its way into the 
hands of the people. Unhappily, however, the 
enterprise did not prove a paying one; and the 
Treves Brothers have just come to the conclusion 
to popularize the work by reducing the subscrip- 
tion price to 30 lire, or $6, and to render its 
acquisition still easier by selling it in 200 num- 
bers at 15 centesimi, or three cents each. That 
the work will thus gain a wider circulation we 
cannot doubt; but that it will not be bought for 
any other object than its fine illustrations 1s 
equally certain. It is, indeed, something to re- 
joice at that the Roman Catholic Church in Italy 
itself sees the constraining necessity to give the 
people the Bible, even though in a shape and at 
a price which render the concession well nigh : 
futile. After all, however, it is a cheap and por- 
table edition of the Holy Scriptures that the peo- 
ple must and will have; and perhaps it is best 
that the priesthood will not consent to put upon 
the market such an edition. If they did they 
would, to a great extent, blunt the edge of the 
truth by means of notes perverting the meaning 
of the original on all points of controversy be- 
tween Rome and primitive Christianity. As itis, 
the Italian people, if they read the word of God at 
all, must of necessity read it as furnished by 
Protestants, in a more faithful translation, with 
no note or comment to break the force of its sim- 
ple and soul-saving teachings—TZhe Christian 


World. 
: _————— 


LETTER FROM THE WESTERN TURKEY MISSION. 
BiBLE House, CONSTANTINOPLE, June 8, 1880. 


DEAR BROTHER:—The Mission of the Amer- 
ican Board to Western Turkey, now holding its 
thirty-ninth annual meeting in this city, has ap- 
pointed the subscribers to write a letter to the 
American Bible Society. 

There are represented in this meeting seven 
stations, Constantinople, Nicomedia, Broosa, Mas- 
sovan, Sivas, Cesarea, and Manissa. The reports 
from these fields show the deplorable condition 
of the country. Last year’s crops, over wide 
districts, failed on account of hail, locusts, and 
drouth. The government arbitrarily withdrew 
first the paper, then the copper, and more re- 
cently reduced to one-half its nominal value the 
debased coin called “ metalik,” which was nearly 
all the poor people had left. Oppressive and 
wicked taxation followed this official robbery. 
The highways and the byways, and all industries 
passing over them, have been exposed to the 
ravages of Circassians unchecked and unrebuked 
by the government. Thousands of small traders 
have been robbed of their horses, the chief means 
of their livelihood. From one village in sight 
of Constantinople eighty-five horses have been 
stolen. From mountains in sight of the Sublime 
Porte thousands of colliers have been thrown 
out of employment for the same reason. The 
utter prostration of trade and all industries has 
brought multitudes to the verge of starvation. 
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‘On the other hand, these reports present us 
with a mass of facts which are encouraging. 
New members have been added to the churches. 
New churches have been organized and new 
pastors ordained. Evangelistic work has extend- 
ed on every side. The people out of the depths 
of poverty have given liberally for the support 
of their pastors and preachers and schools, and 
for general benevolence. From the midst of 
fiery trials they have turned to the word of God. 
Sixty thousand Bibles and Portions were sold 
during the year under review. Referring to the 
accounts of past years we see there is a steady 
increase. Twenty years ago there were 28,000 
copies sold. The helps to the study of the Bible, 
the concordance, commentaries, Bible hand- 
book, text-book, and the international Sabbath 
school books, have been eagerly sought and ex- 
tensively used. Never has there been so much 
systematic study of the word. More than ever 
has the Bible become a family book and by “ daily 
readings” a source of comfort and strength amid 
the deprivations and sufferings of the times. 

Most of those who endeavour to conform their 
lives to the teachings of the Bible are Armenians. 
Most of the helps to Bible study have been 
sought by them. But the largest number of 
Scriptures sold have been in the Greek and 
Greco-Turkish languages. Formerly when we 
offered a Bible to a Greek, he would ask: “ Has 
it the Patriarch’s seal?” We rarely hear this 
now. If it is asked, there is generally some 
Greek at hand to reply, “It has God’s seal, what 
need of the Patriarch’s?” 

It is the testimony of all engaged in the work, 
missionaries, pastors, colporteurs, and Bible- 
readers, that there are individual Mohammedans 
here and there, in the aggregate a large number, 
searching the Scriptures and disposed to receive 
them as the revelation of divine truth. One 
colporteur tells of the whole population of a 
village in sight of St. Sophia coming together 
on the village green to hear read the Sermon 
on the Mount. The inspector of the forests in 
that vicinity has been a reader of the New Test- 
ament for some years. In his peculiar manner 
of speech he said: “It is written, ‘No one hath 
seen God;’ but I have seen him!” “How?” 
“Here in the Injil,” making reference to our 
Lord’s words to Philip, “ He that hath seen me 
een the Father.” 

For the year before us, in consequence of the 
extreme poverty of the people we feel that we 
may and ought sometimes to depart from the 
rule of selling for ready money and at catalogue 
prices, and we ask the liberty to do so, not in- 
discriminately, but in view of the needs of indi- 
vidual cases. / ft 

You are already acquainted with the intimate 
relations we hold to your Agents, Dr. I. G. Bliss 
and Rev. E. M. Bliss. The assistance they give 
us in our work is invaluable. If at any time as 
a Mission we fail to express our appreciation of 
this and our thanks, it is because we regard 
them as practically of ourselves, members of the 
same firm, one with us in all our aims and plans, 
If we have failed, as we acknowledge we have, 
to give them incidents and facts relating to Bible 
work which might be of interest to them and 
you, we beg you to attribute the neglect to pres- 
sure of work in the field. _ 

On behalf of the Mission, yours truly, 
; J. W. Parsons, 


J. O. BARROws. 


FROM A LETTER BY DR. I. G. BLISS. 


BIBLE House, CONSTANTINOPLE, Aug. 2, 1880, 


DEAR Sir:—Yours of July 12th is at hand. 
The enclosed letter for Mr. Parsons he will never 
read. He was murdered, five hours from his 
home, last Wednesday evening. He was returning 
from a tour among the towns and villages of that 
part of his field lying near the lake of Nice. His 
body was not found until Saturday, A. M., ‘hid 
among the brush of the mountain thickets. The 
bookseller whe has accompanied him for years 
was also murdered. The telegram reached us 
late Saturday evening. The funeral took place 
Sabbath evening. The whole village and region 
was moved. 

For some twenty-one years he has worked in 
this field, almost constantly in tours; and after 
he wrote you the letter, he said to me that for - 
the rest of his life he intended to give all his time 
to the work of spreading the divine word. This 
was his second tour since the last of June. At 
the close of the first tour he wrote me a few lines 
saying that they had good success, and ordered 
quite a quantity of Scriptures. 

Garabed the bookseller has been in the work 
most of the-time for eight years. His expenses 
and salary were generally divided equally be- 
tween the Mission and Bible Society. Garabed 
was first shot in his chest while asleep. He 
sprung up, screamed, and fell back dead. Mr. 
Parsons was awakened out of his sleep, rose up 
on his arm and was shot at once, and without a 
word went direct to the Master’s presence. 

I feel the stroke very much, for we were very 
intimate and he was much at my house. No one 
can be found to fill his place. He knew every 
road and by-path in Bithynia. He was known 
by all. He passed nobody without a kind word 
of salutation. He even went to the Circassian 
villages and paid a visit to the encampment of 
wild, wandering, black, tent Koords, that Wed- 
nesday afternoon, and was treated kindly, as we 
hear. The murderers were not Circassians, but 
those wild, wandering, mountain Koords, three 
young men of the encampment, who hoped to 
find a good amount of gold but really found only 
about three dollars. Two of the murderers have 
been taken and confess their crime, and with the 
most perfect indifference tell all the circum- 
stances, saying that they were only a couple of 
giaours. The Moslems generally place no value 
on the life of a non-Moslem, of whatever nation- 
ality. When these men were asked why they 
did not bury the bodies, they said, “ Who would 
take trouble to bury a giaour?” 

Mr. Parsons’s companion has often been with 
me on little excursions into the villages, and also 
on two long tours. Just about a year ago he 
went with me to a large town fora single day. 
On our return, just at dusk we overtook a man 
and his daughter from a distant village, going to 
the one in which he lived. ,It was a man with 
whom he had had many conversations in his 
tourings, and whom he had persuaded to take a 
Bible. After we had passed him he said to me, 
“T ought to invite them to my house to-night, 
but I have not money enough to buy bread for 
them.” I put my hand into my pocket and hand- 
ed him a silver piece worth twenty-five cents, 
and told him to turn back and act out the 
promptings of his heart. He was touched by my 
kindness, and-I was touched by his earnest de- 
sire to have the man at his house. He had sev- 
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eral horses stolen during the war, and was un- 
able to earn more than enough to provide for his 
daily wants. He was deeply interested in his 
work of bookselling. : 

The pastor of the Ada Bazaar Church has just 
been in, and said that some four weeks ago this 
bookseller was with Mr. Parsons at that town, 
and sold a large number of books, much to the 
surprise and joy of the pastor. 


Bomestic H epatment, 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS, 


ALABAMA. 


During the month I visited the Talladega Dis- 
trict Conference, at which an evening was set 
apart for a Bible meeting. I had a very atten- 
tive audience and raised a collection of $43 90 
in cash and more than $20 in subscriptions. 

I also attended the Calhoun County Sunday 
School Convention, and at the same time held 
the anniversary of the Oxford Bible Society, 
which donated $135 35 of its funds to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA. 


Rock Island County Bible Society still prose- 
cutes its work on the volunteer plan. Some 
branch societies make good returns, some do 
but little, some nothing; still the aggregate is 
considerable, and constant effort is made to get 
better returns. The Swedish population pur- 
chase largely of our books, and also contribute 
to some extent. This auxiliary held an inter- 
esting and largely attended anniversary at the 
Central Presbyterian Church, in Rock Island, 
Sabbath evening, July 25th. Rev. Dr. McGaw, 
pastor of the church, gave an able address. 
The society made a donation to the American 
Bible Society of $250. 

Kendall, South DeKalb, and Iroquois County 
Auxiliaries are holding their own very well. 
Clark and Crawford Counties show considerable 
more activity and efficiency than for some time 
past. Marshall County Bible Society, Ind., has 
been reasonably zealous and active from year to 
year, and Martin County does fairly in the circu- 
lation of books. 


IOWA. 


The last month was spent in travelling, visiting 
auxiliaries, correspondence, etc. I visited Wash- 
ington County Bible Society, where they have 
arranged for the canvass of their county. This 
auxiliary is self-sustaining, and is one of the best 
in the State. I also visited Mills County Bible 
Society, where a canvassing agent has likewise 
been employed, Audubon County Bible Society, 
where the canvass is nearly complete, and Cass 
Carroll, Des Moines Counties, Belle Plaine, and 
Cedar Rapids auxiliaries. 

The times are favourable for our work this 
fall, and I hope and pray for good results. 


MISSOURI. 

The La Fayette County Bible Society is one 
of our reliable auxiliaries, and its recent anni- 
versary was a success. All the churches united 
and the collection was $105. The county was 
thoroughly canvassed in 1869. 

A summary of the colportage work gives 302 
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days of service, 3,834 miles travelled, 4,983 fam- 
ilies visited, 694 and 317 individuals were sup- 
plied; 2,943 volumes of Scriptures, valued at 
$1,089 92, were distributed by sale or gilt. Dur- 
ing the first quarter of our fiscal year, the 
colportage results were as follows: sales and 
collections, $3,132 52; salary and expenses, 
1; 2; balance, $1,175. 

“ Puiporteus Goodwin relates of a man who had 
only fifty cents, that he gave forty-five cents for a 
Bible, saying he had never owned_one before, 
though he had been a professing Christian for 
over forty years. 


OHIO AND EASTERN INDIANA. 


The Galion and Vicinity Bible Society held its 
anniversary on the 4th of July. The occasion 
was one of great interest. The friends of the 
Bible and of Sunday schools in Crawford 
County, where Galion is located, made this a 
day to observe, also as the five hundredth cen- 
tennial of the translation of the Bible into-the 
English language, and as the centenary of Sab- 
bath schools started a hundred years ago by 
Robert Raikes. The Bible anniversary and 
centennial was held in the Meth. Ep. Church in 
the evening, and was largely attended. Your 
Superintendent gave the address, which was 
heard with much attention. Following the 
address was an appeal by one of the pastors 
in behalf of local volunteer work in the Bible 
cause. 

The 4th was well spent in Galion, and no 
doubt many good results will come from the 
efforts of the day. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


The first week of the past month I spent at 
the Oregon State Fair, superintending an exhibit 
of Bibles and Testaments placed in the pavilion 
of the Oregon Bible Society. The books were 
greatly admired for their superior quality and 
cheapness. 

I atterrded the session of the Oregon Annual 
Conference of the United Brethren Church. 
Resolutions were adopted by the conference 
approving the work of the American Bible 
Society and pledging co-operation with it in the 
circulation of the Scriptures. 

I sold during the month 105 volumes of the 
Scriptures, valued at $19 4o. 

TEXAS. 

This past month I attended the Texas Baptist 

Convention, at Brenham, and the East Texas 
Convention, at Tyler. These bodies, composed 
of over 200 ministers, heartily commended the 
work of the American Bible Society, and their 
reception of me was very gratifying. 
_ The work among the Chinamen is encourag- 
ing. I recently received from Luling and Hous- 
ton City applications for more Chinese Testa- 
ments. One pastor writes that a Chinaman, 
who is now a member of his church, was con- 
verted by the simple reading of the Testament; 
and now he desires a supply that he may go 
out and labour among his countrymen. 

The colportage work shows some improve- 
There were nine reports, 
2,968 families visited, 414 families found desti- 
tute, 391 families and 249 individuals supplied, 
and 1,980 volumes of the Holy Scriptures put 


into circulation. Four colporteurs are waiting 
for the new crops to come in. Money is scarce. 
Colporteur Mallett found many families in 
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which no one could read. Infidelity and Roman 
Catholicism prevail. Colporteur Haislip finds 
two things accomplished where he has laboured: 
First, the people have been stimulated to organ- 
ize Sunday schools where there were none be- 
fore; and second, the existing Sunday schools 
have been incited to the supply of every des- 
titute child with a Bible or Testament. 
WESTERN VIRGINIA. 

During the past month, nine colporteurs agegre- 
gated 196 days of service, travelled 2,628 miles, 
visited 1,973 families, found 412 destitute and 
supplied 295, besides 192 destitute individuals. 
They sold 1,063 books valued at $327 57, donated 
334 valued at $89 78, collected $18 46, and re- 
mitted $114 98 in excess of salaries, freight, and 
incidental expenses. The Rev. A. Mustoe writes 
from Randolph County: “ Many Catholics would 
not receive the Bible, though many treated me 
kindly. I found Protestants also largely desti- 
tute, the average being one family in every two 
visited, or seventy-six in fourteen days’ canvass- 
ing.” The Rev. G. W. Metheny writes from 
Webster County: “I wish I could adequately 
describe the mountain tracks and rugged paths 
over which I have been travelling. There are 
scarcely any roads here, and a horse can hardly 
stand up or pass along the narrow ways. The 
trees rub my saddlebags on both sides at once. 
I have had to jump my horse over logs that I 
could not get round in passing through the deep 
gorges, while the latter are so overshadowed 
with pine and laurel that it seems like darkness 
at midday. The country is so rough and sparsely 
settled that I cannot travel far nor visit many 
families daily.” Rev. W. B. Trevey writes from 
Ritchie County: “I have laboured exceedingly 
hard this month, and the country is exceedingly 
rough. I found 107 families destitute out of 4o1 
visited, supplied 104 and twenty destitute indi- 
viduals, and travelled 406 miles.” 


Wiscellaneais, 


SONNET. 

BY CHAUNCY HARE TOWNSHEND, 

“What is truth? ’’—S?t. John 18: 38. 
asia Oh, how we pine for*truth! for something more 
“¢=FeeThan husks of learning! How did ancient Greece 
Hang on the virtuous lips of Socrates, 
Turning from words more sounding to adore 
The wisdom that sent souls to their own store 
For knowledge. So let our hearts release! 
°Tis time the jargon of the schools should cease— 
Errors that rot Theology’s deep core, 
Lying at the base of things. Down, down must fall 
The glittering edifice, cemented much 
With blood, yet baseless. At Truth’s simple touch 
All the vain fabric will be shattered all! 
But not the Bible! Nature there is stored, 
And God! Eternal is the Saviour’s word! 

—_—___—_—_¢ © e—_____ 
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A BLIND LADY TEACHING A YOUNG GIRL TO READ 
THE BIBLE. 
Translated fromthe Welsh Presbyterian Magazine, edited by 
Rey. William Roberts, Utica, N.Y. 

On Sabbath day, the 4th of April, 1880, a lady 
named Mrs. Bell died in this city (Utica, N. Y.), in 
the ninety-second year of her age. She was the 
loving mother of Mrs. Dr. Douglas, 246 Genesee 
Street, where she quietly ‘‘fell asleep in Jesus”) 
between 12 and 1 o’clock on the above-mentioned 


day. She was a devoted member of the First - 
Presbyterian Church, remarkable for her vital 
piety and heavenly-mindedness. She had been 
blind for several years ; but she had treasured up 
in her memory many portions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and several hymns composed by Dr. Watts 
and others, which she frequently repeated for her 
Own spiritual comfort and the edification of those 
who listened to her. 

About two years ago, a Welsh girl named Jane 
Ellen Griffiths, sixteen years old, was engaged to 
wait upon her and minister to her wants. This 
young girl had been brought up in an irreligious 
family near Scranton, Penn., and had not enjoyed 
the means of education to a greater extent than to 
know the letters of the alphabet. She came to 
Utica at the request of her uncle, who resides in 
the city. 

The devout old lady found out that Jane could 
not read the Bible, and she felt a strong desire to 
teach her. The girl was sleeping in the same room 
with Mrs. Bell, in order to watch her and admin- 
ister to her wants at night if necessary. The ven- 
erable old lady began her important work by teach- 
ing Jane to spell the word Psalm, and look for it on 
the top of the page in her Bible; and then instruct- 
ed her to find out two X’s and three small strokes 
attached to them, and in this way the twenty-third 
Psalm was discovered. The whole transaction, of 
course, was in English, and Mrs. Bell could with 
perfect ease repeat many of the Psalms. Now she 
began with that Psalm, and desired Jane to spell 
every word and sound every letter as directed,, 
thus: ‘‘ T-h-e (The) L-o-r-d (Lord) i-s (is) m-y (my) 
S-h-e-p-h-e-r-d (Shepherd) ; I s-h-a-l-] ({ shall) n-o-t 
(not) w-a-n-t (want).’’ She exercised her-in the 
spelling of the words, until Jane could easily read 
them. When this Psalm was thus mastered, the 
following Psalm and many other portions of the 
Scriptures were taken up, until the girl was taught 
to read tolerably well. The lady also procured a 
prayer-book, and made Jane read a prayer every 
night prior to their retirement to rest. The girl 


fat the time attended the means of grace in the 


Welsh Calvinistic or Presbyterian Church on Sen- 
eca Street, under the pastorate of Rev. Dr. Roberts; 
and when she would return home from service, the 
lady always inquired what was the text, and re- 
quested to have it read to her. She often told the 
girl how she was converted, when a youngster fif- 
teen years old, by listening to a sermon on the 
house built upon a rock and the one founded on 
the sand. She said, ‘‘Oh! how I felt that every- 
thing was giving way under me, until I realized 
that the superstructure of my hope was resting on 
the Rock of Ages !” 

The young girl says that she hardly ever thought 
of her immortal soul and her eternal interests until 
she came in contact with this devout Christian 
lady, and that she was an instrument, under God, 
of bringing her to ‘‘consider her latter end,” and 
“seek the Lord while he may be found.” In due 
time sbe sought to be admitted as a member of the 
Welsh Church, and she continues to be faithful to 
the Lord. 

This is a remarkable instance of the great good 
which a devout and persevering Christian may 
effect, under great disadvantages, prompted by love 
to Christ. ‘‘ The labour of love” which many a 
Christian has undertaken, ‘‘in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ,” will not be made known 
until ‘‘the day when the secrets of men shall be 
revealed.” Of this venerable old lady it may be 
said, as it is recorded of many, “She hath done 
what she could.” 
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THE SIXTY-SIX BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. 


We have to deal with the extraordinary per- 
versity and unfairness, so common in our day, of 
treating the Scriptures as if the whole mass were 
only one book. Of all the unfair devices for 
weakening the evidences of Christianity this is 
perhaps the very worst. And the strangest thing 
about it is, that so many good Christians allow it, 
and even insist upon it. So great is the mischief 
arising from this, that it would almost seem a pity 
that, even for convenience’ sake, the sixty-six 
books were so constantly bound together in one 
volume. For not only is there the unhappy result 
of reducing the many witnesses to one, in the 
minds of unthinking people, but even of silencing 
and putting out of court that one. For such un- 
reasoning suspicion is abroad about the Bible, that 
there are multitudes of people, and even some 
good Christian people, who would attach a great 
deal more importance to the statement of almost 
any author outside the Bible, than® of any number 
of authors inside of it. Show them a fact attested 
by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Paul, and 
Peter, and they will say, ‘‘ Ob that is all in the Bible ; 
give us something outside of the Bible and we will 
believe it.” The Bible, in the first place, stands to 
them for a single author ; and in the second place 
for a prejudiced author, one who has his own cause 
to bolster up; and accordingly a hundred con- 
firmations within its covers are not so good as one 
from the outside would be. Is it not unreasonable 
in the extreme? 

* Let me suppose a case, in order to put the 
monstrous injustice in a clear light, Suppose that 
very soon atter the invention of printing, some 
enterprising publisher had collected all the origi- 
nal materials of any value in regard to the history 
of the Roman republic and bound them together 
into one volume, which he issued to the world 
under the title of ‘‘The History of the Roman 
Republic ;” and suppose further that it became so 
popular, that it was circulated first by hundreds, 
then by thousands, then by hundreds of thousands, 
and finally by the million, so that it came into 
almost everybody’s hands. But in course of time, 
after all the world had become so accustomed to it 
in its form of a single volume, there sprang up a 
fashion of skepticism on the whole subject, and 
everything in the volume was regarded with sus- 
picion ; and accordingly the whole history of the 
Roman republic was called into question, Those 
who believed it called attention to the many dif- 
ferent authorities who corroborated each other. 
‘Here is Livy, who writes about it in Latin. 
Here is Dio Cassius, who writes about the same 
thing in Greek. Here are speeches of Cicero that 
relate to the same events. And here are poems -of 
Horace that could not have been written unless 
these facts were so.” But they were immediately 
put down, by triumphantly pointing out that all 
these different authorities were no authorities at 
all. Why not? Because that publisher and that 
bookbinder of the fifteenth century had published 
and bound them up together! That of course 
settled the question. In the tirst place it disposed 
of all the separate witnesses, of Livy, and Dio, and 
Cicero, and all the rest; for were they not all 
bound together in the same volume? And in the 
second place it disposed even of the single witness 
of the bound book, because it was the credibility 
of the book itself which was in question, and 
therefore all that was in the book must be ruled 
out as the testimony of an interested party. And 
so it came to pass that, from the single unfortunate 


circumstance of the scattered materials having been 


considered by this publisher to be worth collecting 
and publishing together, the evidence for the 
history of the Roman republic was actually wiped 
out of existence. It is to be hoped that what may 
remain of the archives of the first century of Amer- 
ican history may never be bound up in one vol- 
ume, however large, or perhaps the people of the 
great future, the twenty-ninth century for example, 
may not believe we ever had any history at all! 

Let us then by all means remember, when we are 
dealing with the subject of the Scriptures, that we 
are dealing, not with one book but with sixty-six; 
not with a single volume but with a library. 
Remember, further, that these sixty-six books are 
not links, but strands of evidence. There is, 
indeed, a golden chain of sacred history from 
Genesis to Revelation, so that, in a historical point 
of view, many of the books of the Bible are links. 
But, so far as the evidences of Christianity are 
concerned, they are not links but strands. This 
can be proved in a moment. The strength of a 
chain is the strength of its weakest link; and.ifa 
single link be gone, the whole is useless. Now 
will any one pretend to say that, if it were proved. 
that the Book of Esther had no divine authority, 
we should have to give up the Gospel of Matthew? 
Would there be no evidence for the divine author- ° 
ity of Christ if the Lamentations of Jeremiah had 
happened to have been lost? Why, there would 
be enough to establish the divine authority of 
Christ if we had nothing more than the four 
evangelists, and whatever of confirmation or 
elucidation comes from the sixty-two other books 
is just so much in addition. The Bible is not a 
chain of sixty-six links; it is a cable of sixty-six 
strands ; and if there is such strength as we have 
found in four of them, what shall we say of the 
united strength of all the sixty-six ?>—The Founda- 
tions, by Dr. Gibson. 


“TALKING BIBLE.” 


We recently heard an eminent instructor, re- 
siding in Delaware, County, say to Mr. Edward 
Kimball: ‘‘ I want you to come down and see me, 
and we will sit on the piazza, and talk Bible all 
day.” Mr. Kimball, in referring to it afterward, 
said: ‘* That was a most fascinating invitation.”’ 

And indeed, to the intelligent Christian there 
is hardly anything more truly delightful than ex- 
changing thoughts with a Christian of kindred 
mind, on the Bible, clearing his own views by 
giving them expression, finding sympathies in the 
difficulties which attend the reading of the Scrip- 
ture, gaining a new view from the help of one who 
has looked at truth from a different direction. In 
studying the Scriptures and not least in studying 
them with a congenial friend, the Christian realizes 
the force of these words : ‘I rejoice at thy word, 
as one that findeth great spoil; which Dr. Watts 
has versified thus : 

“ And when my spirit drinks her fill 
At some sweet word of thine, 
Not mighty men that share the spoil 
Have joys compared with mine.” 

There is a profound enjoyment to mind and 
heart and soul in thinking over the thoughts of 
God, and finding the mind and the moral nature 
expand to the measure of these great conceptions. 
And there is moral safety. If the soul is filled 
with divine thoughts, there is all the less danger of 
the low and the debasing finding an entrance. 
That experience is repeated : ‘‘ The Prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing in me.” 

How often it is the case that two or more 
Christians meet together, perhaps on the Sabbath, 
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and allow the time to pass in aimless conversation ; 
each of them wanting to hear something that is 
improving, yet neither of them knowing how to 
get hold of it. So they talk about the weather, 
the meeting-house, the singing, the minister, and 
very likely before they know it, they are talking 
gossip and scandal. Suppose that one should say 
to the other, “I was reading, this morning, these 
words of our Lord about so and so; do you sup- 
pose they are used literally?” Or some passing 
event, some scenery, might call up a passage of 
Scripture. Ora sermon just heard might give the 
key, and might start a very profitable, as well as 
pleasant conversation, which would leave only 
elevating recollections, so different from the humil- 
lating reflections that so often beset us after we 
have spent an hour in profitless and perhaps in 
injurious conversation. 

Men of the world talk horse, they talk shop, they 
talk business, they talk stocks, they talk farms, 
they talk saddle, they talk fishing-tackle, they talk 
gun; why should not Christians talk Bible ?>— 
National Baptist. 


I account the Scriptures of God to be the most 
sublime philosophy.—Sir Zsaac Newton. 
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NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER, 1880. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, on 
_ Thursday, Sept. 2d, at half-past three o’clock, 
“Fie Frederick S. Winston, Esq., Vice Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

Announcement was made of the death of the 
Rev. Dr. William Adams, a member of the Com- 
* mittee on Versions, after which the Rev. A. H. 
Clapp, D.D., read the ninetieth Psalm and offered 
prayer. 

A memorial notice of Dr, Nathan Bishop was 
adopted by the Board, and a most affectionate 
tribute paid to his character by Mr. Winston, 
Mr. Wolcott, and others. 

Highly appreciative remarks were also made 
and resolutions adopted, in reference to the loss 
sustained by the Society in the death of Dr. 
Adams. / 

Mention was made of letters received from all 
our Agents in foreign lands, and from Mr. W. J. 
Slowan, secretary of the National Bible Society 
of Scotland, from the Rev. C. Weiss, secretary 
of the Methodist Episcopal Conference of Ger- 


many and Switzerland, and from Mr. P. Palm- 
guist, who labours in Sweden under the auspices 
of the American Baptist Missionary Union. 

Three societies were recognized as auxiliaries: 
one each in Iowa, Dakota, and Minnesota. 

Grants of books were made to the value of 
about $7,000, including $5,000 for colportage, and 
1,500 volumes for Sabbath schools in Germany. 

The receipts for August were $33,350 57. The 
payments for the month were $44,142 57. Num- 
ber of volumes issued, 86,609. 

eS UN 
THE HON. NATHAN BISHOP, LL.D. 


The following Minute was adopted at the last 
meeting of the Board by a unanimous vote, and 
it was ordered that a copy of it should be for- 
warded to the family of Dr. Bishop, and pub- 
lished in the Bible Society Record: 

The Hon. Nathan Bishop, LL.D., died at 
Saratoga Springs on the morning of Saturday, 
August 7th, in the seventy-third year of his age. 
He was elected a Manager of the American 
Bible Society in 1865, and at once assigned to 
a place upon the Committee on Agencies, of 
which committee he has for the past seven 
years been the chairman. In 1867 he was also 
made a member of the Committee on Publica- 
tion, which position he continued to hold until 
his death. Since he was also a member of the 
Committee on General Reference he held a 
threefold relation to the Society, which brought 
him in contact with its work at many points. 
In the discharge of his responsible duties he 
was patient, wise, and efficient. To his rich 
natural gifts were added new elements of power 
from the study of the schools, from wide inter- 
course with men, and from fellowship with God. 
His self-sacrificing and successful struggles to 
secure a college education, to which he would 
sometimes gratefully allude, not only gave cul- 
ture and tone to his intellect, but strengthened 
his confidence in the readiness of God to work 
in and through his servants in all worthy enter- 
prises, which was one of the most prominent 
features of his character. He believed in earnest 
human efforts, but he believed also in the power 
of prayer, and those who knew him best were 
made fully aware that it was the habit of his 
life, in the solution of all problems, to seek the 
aid of infinite wisdom. 

No full outline even of the life and work of 
Dr. Bishop would be possible within the limits 
of this memorial notice, but it is easy to under- 
stand that the services of such a man would be 
in demand always and everywhere. We find 
him for more than forty years in active con- 
nection with various educational and benevolent 
institutions of the land. For many years he was 
Superintendent of Public Schools in the city of 
Providence; then he held, for a time, the same 
office in Boston, where the degree of Doctor 
of Laws was conferred upon him by Harvard 
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College. For the last quarter of a century he 
has resided in the city of New York, during 
which period he has not only been distinguished 
for his wise counsels and large benefactions, in 
connection with various benevolent organizations 
of the Baptist denomination, of which he was 
a member, but also for his active labours in his 
official relations with Vassar College, the Chris- 
tian Commission, the Evangelical Alliance, the 
Board of Indian Commissioners, and various 
other local and general enterprises. 

The death of Dr. Bishop inflicts a great loss 
upon the Christian church and the world. The 
Managers of the American Bible Society, sad- 
dened by a sense of their bereavement, desire 
to record an expression of their respect and 
affection for him as a man, a Christian, and an 
associate in labour. He will long be remem- 
bered for his discretion, his fidelity, his catholic 
sympathy with all who follow Christ, his kindly 
bearing in intercourse with men, and his loyal 
devotion to God. 


> 

THE REV. WILLIAM ADAMS, D.D., LL.D. 

Announcement having been made to the Board 
of the recent decease of the Rev. William Adams, 
D.D., LL.D., one of the members of the Com- 
mittee on Versions, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That we learn with profound regret 
of the decease of our eminent co-labourer, the 
Rev. Dr. William Adams, who having had a place 
for more than thirty-four years on the Commit- 
tees, first on Anniversaries, and more recently 
on Versions, has through this long period been 
one of our most efficient counsellors and friends. 


Resolved, That tracing with satisfaction his 
lively interest in the work of this Society, due 
originally to impressions made upon his mind 
by the memorable anniversary of 1833, strength- 
ened by life-long intimacy with the late Dr. 
Brigham, and evinced by various utterances of 
his voice and productions of his pen,—among 
which may be mentioned his Jubilee Sermon on 
the Advantages of a Written Revelation, and 
the eloquent Address to the People of the 
United States, prepared by him and adopted by 
this Board in 1865,—we cherish his memory and 
inscribe his name upon the roll of those who 
through this Society have done good service 
for the cause of Christ. 


Resolved, That as a mark of respect to their 
revered associate, the Managers will attend his 
funeral service at the Presbyterian Church on 
Madison Square, to-morrow morning. 


Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to the family of Dr. Adams, and printed 
in the Bible Society Record. 


————->e—____ 
IN MEMORIAM. 

The long and intimate acquaintance of Dr. 
Adams and the late Dr. Brigham made it pecu- 
liarly: appropriate that on the decease of the 
latter, in 1862, Dr. Adams should be.invited to 
deliver a commemorative address. There was 
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some disparity of age between them, but the 
memory of the younger went back forty years 
and recalled the words of a valedictory address 
which, as a boy of fifteen, he had heard from 
the lips of Mr. Brigham, just then graduating at 
the Andover Theological Seminary. Five or 
six years later, when Mr. Brigham, having re- 
turned from Mexico and South America and 
become Secretary of the American Bible Soci- 
ety, was communicating to the world the results 
of his observations in Spanish-American coun- 
tries, the facts awakened general interest, and 
led Mr. Adams, then a student of theology at 
Andover, to a careful study of the condition 
of Mexico and of the possibility of promoting 
the evangelization of its people. Quite recently 
we have heard him allude to papers still pre- 
served containing memoranda of his early. in- 
vestigation of this subject. 

But it is especially interesting at this time to 
reproduce from Dr. Adams’s commemorative 
address the paragraphs in which he alludes to - 
an anniversary of the Society held in the old 
Chatham Street Chapel in this city, so long ago 
that very few persons who were present now 
survive. 

We give the account in his own words, as 
follows: 


If I were to speak of any one epoch in the 
history of the American Bible Society in which 
its power—I will not say culminated, for we will 
not admit that its culmination has yet been 
reached—was put forth with the most visible 
and extraordinary efiect, I should refer to the 
year 1833, and the memorable scene of its seven- 
teenth anniversary. That was long before the 
withdrawal of a large portion of the Baptist 
Church, for the formation of a distinct society 
on the ground of a preferred version. There 
was probably more of real, hopeful, and visible 
unity among the working Protestant forces of 
this country at that time than ever before or 
since. lt was at the anniversary of that year 
(1833) that a resolution was introduced in 
reference to an attempt to give the Bible, within 
a definite period, to all the inhabitants of the 
earth accessible and able to read. The late 
Rev. Dr. Macauley, then in the full vigour of 
his faculties, seized the resolution for a plank, 
and in a speech of uncommon eloquence and 
power launched himself out upon the deep and 
broad sea of religious feeling which was surging 
around him. Each successive resolution that 
day looked to a wider and larger operation. 
Besides the speaker just mentioned, they were 
advocated by Bishop M’llvaine, Dr. Wayland, 
Gerritt Smith, and Mr. Frelinghuysen; and a 
degree of emotion, of lofty enthusiasm, of high 
intent, was reached that day, which at this 
distance of time it would be impossible to 
describe. 

Though many voices uttered themselves on 
that occasion, and many hands and minds were 
employed in the framing of those resolutions, 
there was one mind that betrayed itself in them 
all, and one voice which spoke in all that earnest 
Christian oratory. I know somewhat of the 
extended correspondence by our late Secretary, 


1880.] 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


141 


during the year preceding this anniversary and 
the year which followed, and it is no loose con- 
jecture, but an accurate fact, that it was his soul, 
inspired with a new love for his country, his 
race, and his Master, comprehending with Chris- 
tian sagacity the opening of new providential 
designs, which in all the agencies made use of 
on that memorable day, lifted the Bible Society, 
and with it all other associations for evangelical 
aggression in our land, up to a higher grade of 
Christian endeavour and hope. A spectator of 
the scene myself, then in the novitiate of my 
ministry, I here confess (possibly the testimony 
may have some weight in regard to the effect of 
our religious anniversaries on young men) to an 
impulse and impression given to my own nature 
never lost in my subsequent life. 


The convention of delegates which founded 
the American Bible Society in 1816 adopted 
“An Address to the Pe@ple of the United States,” 
which had been prepared by the Rev. Dr. John M. 
Mason, and to which reference has often been 
made as one of great eloquence and force. As 
the first half-century of the Society’s existence 
drew near to a close, it seemed fit to issue 
another similar appeal, and this was prepared 
by Dr. Adams. Its opening sentences were as 
follows: 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


This is the fittieth year since the organization 
of the American Bible Society. The object of 
this Society is to give the widest circulation to the 
word of God, without note or comment. Amid 
all the events and achievements which make the 
present year a memorable epoch in the life of 
the nation, the Managers of this Society con- 
gratulate their fellow-citizens on the magnificent 
results which have followed the general distribu- 
tion of the inspired Scriptures. This they do 
with the greater confidence, because of the con- 
viction which is becoming more and more a na- 
tional sentiment, that the Bible is not only the 
source of our religious faith, but the inspiration 
of all which is dear to patriotism and philanthro- 
py. Since the invention of the art of printing, 
this book is the visible symbol and exponent of 
Christianity itself. The right to possess, read, 
“and,interpret this book, accountable only to its 
Author, is the tap root of modern history. The 
claim to this liberty is an assertion of popular 
rights—an expression of the democratic idea in 
its purest and sublimest form. Wherever this 
religious freedom exists, there ensues civil free- 
dom also, with the blessed guarantee that the 
same power which stimulates, at the same time 
moderates and restrains. No people on earth 
have so much occasion for gratitude, because of 
the freedom of the Bible, as the inhabitants of 
the United States. To the principles which 
spring from that book we owe our existence as 
a nation. It cheered the hearts of our fathers 
when, for its sake, they sought a home in the 
new world. It was read in every cabin and 
schoolhouse which was reared in the retiring 
forests of the wilderness. The first American 
Congress adopted measures to increase its circu- 
lation. It was the book on which, before God, 
George Washington laid his honest hand, when 
he took ‘the solemn oath of office as the first 


President of the country; and to-day, by its uni- | 


versal presence, it gives its own vitality and 


strength to the foundation and pillars of the 
American Republic. 

The clarion voice which, fifty years ago, sum- 
moned all the people of the country to unite in 
the patriotic and Christian purpose of circulating 
the Bible, was long since sealed in silence. Of 
those who took part in the formation of this 
Society, few survive. As we are taught that the 
works of those who cease from their pious la- 
bours on the earth follow them into another life, 
we may gratefully imagine the compensations 
and delights. with which the founders of the 
American Bible Society now survey the results 
of their evangelical forethought and _ fidelity. 
Closing the first half century of its history, we 
rear a memorial of praise to Almighty God, and 
inscribe upon it the mention of his favour and 
help. Already has the Society surpassed the 
most sanguine anticipations of its founders. It 
has received the cordial confidence and support 
of the country. Auxiliary societies, in aid of its 
catholic object, have been multiplied in all the 
States and Territories of the land, till the “little 
one has become a thousand.” More than twenty 
millions of volumes have been distributed by 
this Society, at home and abroad, since its or- 
ganization. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
For the month of July, 1880. 
Number of District Superintendents reporting......... 17 


Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited............ 74 
AMMIVErsarles ALlEMMed ec pec cusinassulsagele ne acneper scons 23 
New Societies and Committees formed................. 5 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 90 
Detters Sib. acsmeaac masse spats conte s exch ae kava te cs os 1,350 
Miles travelled on official duty 11,736 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $973 24 


———___¢6-9 
Summary of Bible Distribution in July, by One Hundred 
and Twenty-one Colporteurs and Eighteen County Agents 


reporting. 
} Colpor’s. Co, Ag’ts. 


Days Of SCTVICC. 65.0 sncadsescoaipeseksbaveve ces 2,791 871 
Families visited by them............ spaciahsun 83,178 5,729 
Families found destitute of the Bible........ 6,771 516 
Destitute families supplied.............-...66 4,985 897 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 2,616 313 
Number Of DOOKS SOld...........eeeeeeeees Bess 18,081 1,183 
Value of Dooks BOLD. mics cc ciuicessecenciesese $5,677 71 $492 23 
Number of books distributed gratuitously .. 4,753 540 
Value of books distributed gratuitously..... $1,086 38 = $138 27 


————_#o_____—_—_—_- 


Summary of Twenty-nine Annual Reports of Auxiliary 


Societies, 
Received in August, 1880, 


Receipts from sales in twelve months....... eee $1,941 77 
Receipts from collections and donations........... 3,310 32 
Paid American Bible Society on book account 4,908 42 


Paid American Bible Society on donation account.... 2,021 96 


Expended on their OWN flelds...........eeeereeeeeeeeeers V5 10 
Value of books donated....... nda pasee es SAAN SOLS eA ee 883 36 
Value of stock on hand at date.........cecceseessenenees 4,643 59 
No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations.. q 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed.......... q 
Families visited by them.......4...ssesseeeeeeeee a 8,301 
Families found destitnte............. 368 
Destitute families supplied 251 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition...... 189 

3 


Sabbath and other schools supplied..... AnaG 
2 <> e 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, 
September, 1880. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries. 


Big Stone County B.5&., Minnesota, L. D. Kemerer, Ortonville. 
Audubon County B.8., lowa, A. H. Roberts, Audubon. 
Grant County B.S., Dakota, Rey. Simon George, Big Stone City. 


aa 
142 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. [Sept. 
Deceased Members. FROM CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
Rey. William Adams. D.D., LL.D., New York. ALABAMA. 
Gen. Albert J. Myer, Buffalo, N. Y. Cross Plains, Meth. Ep. Church, South........ $9 95 
Rev. John F, Chaplain, D.D., Allentown, Pa, Jacksonville, Meth. Ep. Church, South........ 8 20 
Rey. Samuel D. Denison, D.D., New York. New Harmony, Pres. Church..........-.++++++ 2 2% 
Rey. Oliver E. Daggett, D.D., Hartford, Conn, Notasalga, Meth. Ep. Church, South.......... 8 85 
Rey. David M. Smith, Princeton, N.J. Oxford, Pres. and Meth. Congregations....... 23 00 
Isaac H. Brown, New York. Talladega District, Meth. Ep. Church, South.. 43 99 
Rev. Wm. C. Matthews, D.D., Louisville, Ky. , 
Gen. Wm. 0. Butler, Carrollton Ky. : CONNECTICUT. ae 
Rey. William Hughes, Loudonville, Ohio. Westchester, Cong. Church...........sseeeesee 
Mrs. Obadiah C. Beardsley, Albion, N. Y. DELAWARE. 
William See, Tarrytown, N. Y. Delaware Conference Meth. Ep. Church...... 23 77 
Rev. Joseph De Larme, Clifton, N. Y. _ zissnaa 
Elias H. Dayton, Matawan, N. J. Bristow, Meth. Ep. Church.........-- badpettt 1 00 
Mrs. Clarissa French, Thomson, Ill. Halstead, Mennonite Church.............++-++- 1 65 
David H. Kellogg, Spuyten Duyvil, N.Y. Wamego, Union Bible Meeting........ .....-- 3065 
Rey. Jos. H. Breck, Cleveland, Ohio. Waterv ille Sitane eh Ghatch i 86 
Rey. A. N. Fillmore, Watkins, N. Y. i ig B- Aer eee OS 
Mrs. Eliza F. Goldsmith, Newtown, N. Y. MAINE 2 00 
Rev. John H. Bevier, Hyde Park, N. Y. Upton, Meth. Ep. Church...........---+++eeeees 
Rey. Wm. B. Van Benschoten, Ephratah, N. Y. MASSACHUSETTS. 
ar otet Ste ieee DAS meee ror ey 20 Ss Boston, East German Conference@M. E. Ch... 5 6 
be NON iets Lanta a drr gS Ipswich, Linebrook Cong. Church and Society 3% 
SUSE SE Perv te oe a eae Whately, Cong. Church...........2--+++seeee0e+ 9 00 > 
Rey. J. L. Gilbreath, Urbana, Ohio. a ¢ ies 
Rev. Matthew Waldenmeyer, Carthage, Ill. MICHIGAN. 
Mrs. G. W. Qureau, Aurora, Il. Constantine, Union Meeting.............ss-+++ 1 87 
rae MISSOURI. eed 
ion’ i ie Se hoes saeco teenies 
MONEYS RECEIVED IN AUGUST, 1880. ae ee 
F NEW YORK. 
Gifts :— Berkshire, Meth. Ep. Church.......... ...s+-++ 200 
FROM INDIVIDUALS. Seneca Falls, Meth. Ep. Church..........-.+--+ 7 00 
A: Priend, New Havens Cb. sc. ve. eeiscepesccie ves $30 00 OKEGON. 
A Friend, Madrid, N. Y 50 00 Oregon Conference United Brethren Church 8 00 
pont ha pak ce aot Hs a RHODE ISLAND. 

SHOPS OV a, Lisi lt l@oiceiscieitesaaivin sisiettisie \aia's anomie ‘ + 7 
Bartley, Wm. Thompson, Thompson Ridge, Providence, Pilgrim Cong. Church........-.... 41 27 

NERY eo ta iatal cio lalptocs Bisteaplslais ea slaleise (Sip im sacs tsione sical 30 00 TEXAS. 

Cockcroft, James M., New York.. 25 00 East Texas Baptist Convention................ 13 81 
Collections by Colporteurs: Groesbeck, Meth. Ep. Church, South........... 215 
Tarps Heys John Hinton, D. §., Minn.. 415 — $229 12 
es ue yircne z mn her ic FROM AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS 
“ “ — W.McCandlish, “ Nap. 66 78 HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 
. SW. Bomankin, “*: ‘Tex 52 10 George E. Brown, Boston, Mass..............+ 59 00 
odd “« TT. J. Rutledge, “ Ala 8 15 Rey. W. 8. Plumer Bryan, Beverly, W. Va.... 491 
ie “ Geo. 8. Savage, “ Ky. 18 00 Rev. A. Middleton, Darlington, 8. C........... 3 00 
4 ss a, «  Tenh 3 45 A. Olsen) (Waukon: EOWe o.... <0. casenianeee 12 00 
5! « J.J.Thompson, “ Ks.. 12 20 Pooser, George H., Ridgeville, S. C............ 10 00 
Ks e Geo. M. Tuthill, “ Wis.. 14 97 Rey. J. Stanger, Ann Arbor, Mich............. 5 10 
“ “ C. H. Wiley, 8 GINEIOX 24 26 James Thomas, Leon, Nicaraugua............ $9 00 
“ “ “ 42! 285QR. 43 08 American Tract Society, New York........... 195 
re “ E. Wright, 8.5 Moun 44 89 Kansas Central Ageny. cin cnecs ives cece csscece 142 04 
q Colporteurs in Virginia............ 58 96 —— 268 00 
Davis, Mrs. Alden (dec’d), West Stafford, Ct. 90 00 c 
Edwards, Rev. T., Pittsburg, Pa...... ...0...- 5 00 FROM AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETIES 
Foster, Dr. and Mrs. Henry, Clifton Springs, ON DONATION ACCOUNT. 

ON et Nivearsieie elt aig a¥s crore ie erarsteen Wetety Pied erenetirenente 50 00 Boston Female, Mass. .......0....eeeeeeeeeeees 50 00 
Garrod, Rey. William, Al@............eessecees 50 Cardington and Vicinity, Ohio................. 80 00 
Gross, Miss Anna, Garrattsville, N. Y......... 5 00 Chisago QoWe ty GR ises axe sencce ccs casandnceee 65 08 
Grave, A.S., Cartersburg, Ind.............0e0. 8 00 Crawford Cauntys Tilvag. cs scp caus tesc testo nc 6 00 
Hetzler, Rev. P. C., Salem, Oregon............ 30 00 Dutchess County Female, N. Y...............- 294 27 
Hartsough, Mrs. I. M., Fort Dodge, Iowa..... 150 Lewisburg, Tenm... ......24.65-scsetueeseveuters 20 70 
Hartsough, Alice, Fort Dodge, Iowa.......... 1 00 Marine, Minn sve ccssbue setae vceeades Sen ee 8 97 
Howell, David, Delphos, Ohio...........0... 006 100 Orange County, N. Y EpwEHwESeWVenadees cavaqane 165 02 
Lindsay, Franklin B., Lower Blue Licks, Ky.. 30 00 Oshkosh Welsh Bible Association, Wis........ 60 00 
Lamb, S. T., Jersey City, N.J..........ceccenes 100 Peoria GOunGys Fic. ncin tah wahclvekicdens nes 48 55 
Shaw, Rey. S. P., Crawford County, Ohlo..... 67 00 Roane County, PENG... os cacececnsncncsveswavc 20 00 
Vaughan, Rév. Be Li.) (Gass. veces ieee scanccs 12 98 Scotland County, MO............csceeceesceeees 10 00 
Williams, W. M., Delphos, Ohio. 100 Somerset County, No Uo... ceccceetssetcceueewes 150 00 
Wilson, Hugh, National Military Home, Ohio 5 00 Warren Cowlitvy Nias att. cal be 400 00 

$902 92 — 1,88 59 
FROM LEGACIES. ' 
Baker, Henry J., late of New York.......-:... 600 00 r) Receipts from Sales :— 
Case, Eliza, late of Canton, Ct 500 00 
Donaghe, Mary B., late of Harrisonburg, Va.. 20 2 FROM AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETIES :— 
Hart, Sarah P., late of Chenango Co., N. Y.... 65 00 ON PURCHASE ACCOUNT. 
Nelson, J. 1I., late of Putnam Co., Ind......... 16 50 Attala County, Miss. .............005 65 00 
Porter, Ann A., late of Hartford Co., Ct...... 8,244 90 Alexandria, Mo...... eaeke 415 
Rosekrans, Sarah A., late of New York...... & 750 00 Anderson County, 8. C....... 29 07 


Thurston, Ebenezer, late of Somerset, Mass.. 
Thurston, Mrs. Deborah B., late of tage 


8,100 12 | Blount County, Tenn. 


Buffalo and Erie County, N. Y.. 
Buffalo County, Wis. 

Buncombe County, N. C.. 
Barnwell County, 8. C 


Schenectady County, N. xe 
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Boone County, Ill............. maa eaaiamtig ed ae $44 60 Somerset County; Nidceseccccstevterecstcscccts $700 00 
Bartholomew County, Ind.. Bobancee: 15 00 Thomas County, Ga.... 19 50 
Brown County, Wi8..4 605.006. sos. se vedecsecsceed 20 00 Union County, Ark..... aa 14 55 
PAULOTHIAMratdss cvevedses eho eeeeae cde ek ee 16 10 Washington County, K8.......cccccecscecsaesss 40 12 
Connecticut...... SE eee. AT IID 620 67 Wayne County, ONi0.............csces eee ee eeee 31 70 
Choctaw County, Mi8s..............scceccesecee 15 00 Watertown, Wiss... ccccesdbeweesest scene 16 00 
Oyroas Pleas Alas onl amprisae cad. eases aach 25 00 Wake County, NWO oi sereesewamrs tenders 9 98 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, Ohio.... needles 150 00 Westchester County, N. Y.........cee008 22 06 
Carlisle and Nicholas County, Ky.............. 108 11 Webster County, Neb......, 88 62 
WBN LON eM Oscmstastit sisi cise cranes cakeian «cise csis'sessie 917 Weld County, Col......... 11 00 
CASS CONN IMO craseeansecrsctcccese sc cceees 15 00 Washington County, Ohio. 3 64 08 ~ 
Cardington and Vicinity, Ohio................. 20 00 Whiteside County, Il ..2...... cl ieeces cesses 80 15 
Chisago County, Minn.. 82 39 Wiarren-Countys Ind cstelea.asietca veneers cleen 10 58 
Charleston, 8. C......... 83 25 $U787 14 
Carroll County, Iowa. 49 87 es SEO : 
Pte oN THs eons sgh Sie Nnis Siva sass BSN tee 60 00 Bibie Committers Appleton City, Mo......... 88 75 
ounty, Til 116 16 
Dodgeville, Wis....... 6 50 Shee Counsel i 28 
: ss Mg Furnas County, Neb.. 21 00 
Daviess County, Mo.. 11 40 ; 
: - oe Harlan County, Neb.. 42 86 
Douglas County, Neb 60 00 = ‘ 4 
‘ 
Dutchess County Female, N. Y 15 00 Little Compton, R. I.. 43 
D ’ et Dawe newer anrnnee “oe “ec Nuckolls County, Neb § 4 63 
COW AYO Sana cons Se pehe nce «x we 262 74 “ ‘“ Plainwell, Mich 5 21 
Effingham County, Il 29 56 Fa - Port Sanilac, Mich... ; 
Eatonton. Ga.......... 50 00 ; oh Susieug ances bie! 
“a “ . 
Freedom Welsh. N.¥ 6 98 Washburn, Mo...... 5 10 00 
Franklin County Ks oe 218 00 Petersburg Bible Society, Va-.............000. 25 00 
vase Rey. John Hinton, Dist. Supt., Minn,........ 8 25 
PEANUT OUND, OD iccss occ cbcasicc occ ces tacecie 7 00 Rev. T. J. Rutledge ‘6 A 43 
a she A aes 
Gentry County, Mossecsossen ce hoes tks ove Sees 8 60 Rey. E. Wright, ag aia 4% 
Galion and Vicinity, Ohio.... 56 94 : aa 
Grand Forks County, Dakota 50 50 Kansas:Central AQency....cccscnceesscoct sucess 45 64 
t 3 Brazil Agency, S.A., Rev.A.L. Blackford, Ast. 627 15 
Goodhue County, Minn... ios. cnceccc se ccevces 80 00 heomiona Roche Mex Rev. H. P. Hamilton 
Pinte Goatiy. Ads timer, At Se ihote.c 82 10 ere Ta sae Oat sn a 
Harrison County, W. Va.......-....---s..cccee 16 45 Fa) 11 Resianseadeboodeddacan oonernisricon acndapshed ere 
Hancock County, W. V&...........cccccce ese ees 19 17 : ui 
Houston County, Texas..........0cceesecseeees 20 00 3 
Het dorson Cor mtye NG Cc ccan). wstesces 1 55 cate Het Hoon pUeRCoOuboabenincrnGunosnccnnconsochdn cnn : ne 7 
Harrison Coanty, MO. ooo. cc ccceccnsvscenevscce 7 67 rade. ie Ceres 1110 17 
Hawkins County, Tent. .:3.0.....60008..0. 20 62 00 Retail Sales............ iy 
Hocking County, Ohio..........cceccceeecueeees 106 48 Sales by Colporteurs. 5,582 68 
Hunterdon County; Nid: .cccccc cess eee ces eses 221 14 = i 
ErecemiCounty, NaC. oss cseiteenegesbe super ns 14 00 : 
deferson County, Dla... ct pcsacetse cosmesacmess 80 00 Aas 
REREAD GUL Lis aac ner nt nas sip siccixtinuie -leisnise ce'ele 100 00 baat till 
Livingston County, Mich.................00000 39 48 : 
London and Laurel Courty, Ky.............--. 12 70 SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS FROM EACH STATE, ETC.,, 
TAS AE MOUNLY 5 INV os once av ne aseep saves einectseee 22 00 DURING AUGUST, 1880. 
Lampasas County, Texas.............06eeseeees 50 00 Purchase Acc’t. Gifts. Legacies, Total. 
Bincoin County, (f nb 5.0.50 suic waistennwcwisenje rinse 47 00 Alabama .......seeeeee su $128°27 94 80 aeietaats $220 OF 
Lawrence County, Dl... 2.6... cevcccccccsesscces 23 00 Wrkangas. oc. cccccserss ” 14 55 See x 
Mecosta County; Mieh.o.....0....cccccce scones 6 75 California..........ss.00 VOR Se temtires 
Muhlenburg County, KY.........-0eeeeeeeeeceee 40 00 COLOYAdO.....cdeccccesee 11 00 aaa 
Morgan County, ING... 5...5 0.0 c0-cegdecveresvisce 12 00 Connecticut.........0..+ 620 67 181 14 
Marshall County, W. V@..........-ereveesereree 9 45 Dakotas.ci 20-55% .08.208 COBO, hee s 
MGRIOOS COMME 4 Wi Asus cisions 62am nin eam erietelcingn 751 Delaware, Sat ee 262 14 23 7% 
Madison County, Ohi0.........0.-s.scersccecoes 99 82 Plorida.< eek ead ee 19 39 
Marshall County, Ind...,....,ccccccsesccsscoses 11 16 Gaorgia:.. Meets. ce: 46 50 28 08 
RLOLSHM COUNDY, TU cece cgcecs © sesncinsescsceccs 250 00 Wlinols...... aleley re 963 06 54.55 
Montgomery County, Ill........ 2. eee ee coon ee 89 00 [ndiavas, eee ec 48 "4 8 00 
Monroe County, D1. csiscc ciis conse ed science vee 24 00 Towa eR we 84 92 14 50 
» Niagara County, WS Bi ee he faeces eens 50 00 Kansase coe 800 76 160 80 
New Carlisle, PII Oe. citactesivns Rie es eayy 10 00 Kentucky....... 177 81 48 00 
Nashville, TORMs. 5 des n.0'0.0:s\si<nieviee'o000 00 101 OL Maine..:.°2:%.2; a Ai RS 2 00 
New London, Wi8.......+.---+s+eeeees 7 8 Massachusetts........06. 0 severe 127 40 
ORF OP | A ldivc axe cb on-set nese irises 27 50 *| Michigan........-.ss0e0. 58 54 6 OY 
Oshkosh Welsh Bible Association, Wis,. 60 16 Minnesota......cscesseee 225 98 48 20 
LOOM eae Me iersiois ire ee sta cisiniaic aise 'sis'tieiaie’e UT 25 Mississippl......cceeeeee $0:00% = 46.008 
, Olmsted County, Minn.......... SAAC EALOE 20 00 MISSOUrl...cccccecseceess 166 72 59 89 
Otsezo County y Nu Yione sens ccisiitccs evan bea 82 70 Nabraskas. ct. .oseacs c 280 ‘71 66 78 
Passaic County, N.d...ccsccseccsvercssce per 36 17 New Jersey..... atria 957 81 551 00 
(PTE COUNtT 7 MINN... ccisccces cceesiercoesccs anes 6 45 New York,......s.0-. «- 978054 4,966 11 
olk County, Minn... 7.0... 0,2 rece. mild 20 00 North Carolina.........+ 112 48 24 26 
Pennsylvania.......s.ececerserere baathe 1,486 71 OIG ee eects B54 88 104 00 
Pottawatomie County, Towa Punitteds Mrakdaciss 5 55 Guewon: adbaeescaeccim "1 5 88 00 
Richland County, W18.........:essereeceeees toe 4 20 Pennsylvania,.......... 1,486 71 5 00 
Reidsville, N. C.....--sessceee0s oe svg i808 00 Rhage Talasdeie. 8 ’ 43 41 24 
Rutherford County, Tenn............+ ; 89 03 month Carolin aac tes 98 55 56 08 
Rock Island County, Ill.......... Bala lake he cia a 75 00 iGaniigssaue ie ee: 323 04 44 18 
Sangamon County, Ill.. ceprebese ie ime fea els 45 59 TE ane ee) 426 48 68 06 
Selma, Als........ccerceceeeee avinds 40 25 Virginia... ss0cccsoos eer 95 00 58 96 
Scotland County, Mo.........+0+4- hie West Viryinia..........+ 4507 98.87 
Stark County West, Ohio...... aneie a aelrae 15 81 Measaxint tices cn. 152 65 "4 97 
San Saba County, T@XAS.....-...+eeeereeees = a ‘pital 
Stevens County, Minn..........+ 
St. Louis County, Minn.......-.- 48 84 MEXICO. .... 6.000008 see $20 220 waa 
97 98 NICATAUGUA.....,serecese  — soavee 80 00 
Saunders County, Neb...... nares ix ‘i 627 15 
St. Clair County, Ill........ i * South America,...,.. re, Her: 
Sac County, Iowa,........ es $18,250 95 6,999 50 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
ap at wae eA a President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D. 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D. ( Pe 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D....... j . 
ANDREW L. TAYLOR......-...... Assistant Treasurer. 


CATLEBVIORO Wikies chedeesh oe testisate =. General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to ‘“t The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, etc., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, 
but as @ special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue prices 7s made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 
in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

Bibles of all sizes in substantial and attractive b’udings, 
at prices varying from twenty-five cents to tweney-seven 

dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


In response to frequent letters asking for the address 
of District Superintendents, their names are given below, 
with each mission field of labour and post-office address. 

Information respecting local work will be cheerfully 
communicated by them. 


New Jersey & Delaware..Rev. GEORGE SHELDON, D.D., 
dines. Ned; 
North & South Carolina..Rev. C. H. WiLE 
Winston, Fine ythe Co., N. C. 
Georgia & Florida......... Rey. J. L. Lyons, 
Jacksonville, Florida. 
Alabama & West Florida..Rey. THos. J. RurLEDGR, 
Opelika, Ala. 
- WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas. 
LAT ISATISHS ss vs icj0;s o virih ge Sietbins 


Kentucky, Eastern and pata Gro. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 
Middle Tennessee..... Covington, ity. 
Wiest oVirginia. cxeccsves ss Rev. WALTER R. Lone 
Wheeling’ W. Va. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana...Rev. E. 8. Ginuerre, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
...Rey. GEORGE M. TUTHILL, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Michigan & Wisconsin. 


Illinois & West’n Indiana..Rev. E. G. Surra, 
Morrison, Whitesides Co,, Lil. 
NULITOSOLA chr tos vieleiuieiec ene Rev. JOHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice County, Minn. 
IO} AGs Raa BME RO OOH Ri cde Rey. O. J. SQurrEs, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
IMTESOUTD capitis. weistclasteeit ine Rev. EDWARD Wrigut, 
t. Louis, Mo. 
ISHTISAS. sc Ssiveseh ovtaceenc: Rev. J. J. THOMPSON, 


Topeka, Kansas. 


Nebraska, Colorado, U Rev. WM. M‘CANDLISH 


Wyoming, and Dakota § Omaha, Ned. 
California & Nevada...... Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 


Oregon & Wash. Ter... EBC. Pw. HErziER, 


Salem, Or egon. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this — 
pose on application. 

Whenever a new society is orgaiined) notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society; 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment: and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying its own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at-one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in ene pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director.” 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum of , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 

To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Auz- 
tiary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, with the endorse- 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 
ment of the District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, 
and public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
do not come within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit 
will be given for its donations by those to whom its 
books are confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, 
for 1880, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the 
United States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the 
Society. Twelve copies will be sent to one address for 
three dollars, in advance. Any life director or life mem- 
‘ber of this Society may receive one copy free of postage 
by virtue of his membership, on the simple condition 
that the request for it is renewed annually. On the same — 
condition a copy will be sent to pastors of churches con- 
tributing directly to the funds of the Society. 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the officers 
of each auxiliary from which remittances are received. 
Other copies may be ordered at the club rates; but the 
money should in all cases accompany the order. 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact 
by letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, 


